
 

Town of Chenango 
Minutes 
Special Meeting 
5:00 PM - Monday, December 2, 2024 
Town Office Building 

 
The Special Meeting of the Town of Chenango was called to order on Monday, December 2, 2024, at 
5:00 PM, in the Town Office Building, with the following members present: 
 
Present: Councilperson Jim DiMascio 

Councilperson Dave Johnson 
Councilperson Kevin Worden 
Supervisor Mike Lumsden 

Absent: Councilperson Gene Hulbert Jr 

Also Present: Nate VanWhy, Town Attorney 
Derin Kraack, Highway Superintendent 
Greg Burden, Public Works Superintendent 
Alex Urda, Town Engineer 
Laurie Eldridge, Bookkeeper 
Joy Kasmarcik, Highway Secretary 
Dawn Blair, Town Clerk 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL  
 The Clerk took the roll call.  Councilperson Gene Hulbert Jr was absent. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
  

There were no communications. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
  

Joy Kasmarcik, Highway Secretary, asked to be assured that the Hazard Mitigation Plan, which 
is on the Future Topics List for the December 11, 2024 meeting, be discussed.  She also asked 
that the Wallace Road project for road stream debris be on the December 11 agenda in order to 
be able to begin the project during the February 2025 construction season. 
  
A resident inquired whether a storage unit facility was being built on Prescott Road.  
  
A resident asked when comments were allowed tonight on the sewer project. 

 



OLD BUSINESS  
 Bids for ARPA Funds 

  
arpa uses 
Proposal - Ceiling Fans deikow 
Proposal - Parking lot lights - 2024 deikow 
Proposal - Office Lighting - 2024 deikow 
MAT24-374E - TOWN OF CHENANGO LED REPLACEMENT & FAN INSTALL - 
MATCO ELECTRIC PROPOSAL matco 
E100 - GARAGE FAN LOCATIONS matco 
LED Lighting Upgrade Proposal blanding 
NY State Contract carpet 
Town Of Chenango - carpet 
Town Of Chenango -Supervisors Office carpet 
Town Of Chenango -Supervisors Storage Room carpet 
Town Of Chenango -Assessors Office carpet 
Town Of Chenango -Highway Department carpet 
Town Of Chenango first floor carpet 
ARPA Presentation SM Nov 1 2024  

 ARPA Funds Discussion  
The employees included in the proposal who would receive a stipend from ARPA funds 
were reviewed and agreed on. Elected officials will not receive a stipend.  In addition, 
the following projects were agreed on for use of ARPA funds. 

      Carpet replacement in various locations 
      LED lighting in Town Hall and parking lot and fans in Highway Garage 
      Purchase of skid steer and trailer for Highway 

Any remaining ARPA money will be divided between the three fire departments 
servicing the Town in a ratio to what they are given in the budget.      

PROPOSED USE OF ARPA FUNDS 11-22-2024 
FINAL DECISION ON ARPA FUNDS-STIPENDS 
 
The motion was made to authorize retention stipends at a total of $147,500.00 to full-time, 
part-time and union employees as outlined in the proposed uses of ARPA funds.  $147,500 
 
Motion made by Councilperson Jim DiMascio, Seconded by Councilperson Dave Johnson 
 

Ayes: Councilperson Jim DiMascio, Councilperson Dave Johnson, 
Councilperson Kevin Worden, and Supervisor Mike Lumsden 

Nays: None 
Abstained: None 
Carried: 4-0 

 
PUBLIC HEARING - 5:00 PM 
  

Supervisor Lumsden opened the Public Hearing for the sewer debt assessment.   
  
Attorney VanWhy explained that tonight's Public Hearing is regarding the $40 million sewer 
project. The project has been bonded with a 30-year bond and the first year must be paid in 

http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112432/arpa%20uses.docx?handle=40507DA260A84AC8A612115CA3477E60
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112433/Proposal%20-%20Ceiling%20Fans%20deikow.pdf?handle=D6DACA4DA454465F93A2ACF08EAC783E
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112434/Proposal%20-%20Parking%20lot%20lights%20-%202024%20deikow.pdf?handle=480DF5F294F547F698F5F880B53351F6
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112435/Proposal%20-%20Office%20Lighting%20-%202024%20deikow.pdf?handle=A95B585468E241588E65ED949BA2937B
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112436/MAT24-374E%20-%20TOWN%20OF%20CHENANGO%20LED%20REPLACEMENT%20_%20FA.pdf?handle=D51F198F58494A07A433C2B65F1A3C9B
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112436/MAT24-374E%20-%20TOWN%20OF%20CHENANGO%20LED%20REPLACEMENT%20_%20FA.pdf?handle=D51F198F58494A07A433C2B65F1A3C9B
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112437/E100%20-%20GARAGE%20FAN%20LOCATIONS%20matco.pdf?handle=1C3488B3913F4C418D0FEAE1B89BEB70
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112438/LED%20Lighting%20Upgrade%20Proposal%20blanding.pdf?handle=F9D69A2983D24742B3BE97DD61ADC578
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112439/NY%20State%20Contract%20carpet.pdf?handle=4DE07FD0D3EA462193A85ECDA09C545B
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112440/Town%20Of%20Chenango%20-%20carpet.xls?handle=4BA2DF3FBEE04DFFA3854B54F00837F1
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112441/Town%20Of%20Chenango%20-Supervisors%20Office%20carpet.xls?handle=893852965185439F89F2F779A6F87267
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112442/Town%20Of%20Chenango%20-Supervisors%20Storage%20Room%20carpet.xls?handle=E53D033175F944FD91E051C7AFB3B451
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112443/Town%20Of%20Chenango%20-Assessors%20Office%20carpet.xls?handle=17D4B2E245474C9FAAAA3C18A84B8651
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112444/Town%20Of%20Chenango%20-Highway%20Department%20carpet.xls?handle=4AA1875982924FB68E31689659E4E0C2
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112445/Town%20Of%20Chenango%20first%20floor%20carpet.xls?handle=7C5D62E96F934AC28B9CDA01D6AC0B2F
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112448/ARPA%20Presentation%20SM%20Nov%201%202024.pdf?handle=B4DB91F25D714F85A4348C5EF7BE8468
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112525/PROPOSED%20USE%20OF%20ARPA%20FUNDS%2011-22-2024.xlsx?handle=A131442D4F304D6085185FAE64AD7C46
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112644/FINAL%20DECISION%20ON%20ARPA%20FUNDS-STIPENDS.pdf?handle=03A1CEB888F2465DAF8E0BEA48E35CBE


2025.  The amount to be paid is based on EDUs (Equivalent Dwelling Units) which are 
calculated using a formula method found in the Town of Chenango Town Code and is used for 
each of the properties, both residential and commercial, that are benefiting from the sewer 
district.  All of the property assessments are available tonight so that anyone can see what 
amount will be added to their January tax bill.  The purpose of the Public Hearing is to explain 
the project and provide individual assessment amounts if asked.  At the end of the Public 
Hearing the Board will discuss and decide whether to approve the sewer debt assessment.  One 
EDU is valued at $226.39.  Single family residences with more than 80 feet of road frontage 
will be charged up to a maximum of 1.25 EDUs.  EDUs will be recalculated annually. 
  
A resident asked if anything would cause the Board to change the EDUs that have been 
calculated but it would only be the result of an error on a single property.  When asked why the 
amount of water used is not part of the calculation, it was explained that not every property that 
is part of the sewer system uses Town water, but does benefit from the sewer treatment plant.  
The decision was made in the early 90s and it became part of the Town Code.  Two residents at 
the meeting are in the Town of Chenango but pay the Town of Dickinson for their water/sewer.  
They were sent postcards accidentally and were not included in the calculations.  A resident on 
White Street with a double lot asked to have her calculation reviewed.  It was found to be 
correct at 1.15.  She also has an empty lot that is being assessed.  It does have to be paid 
because the benefit of using the sewer system is there since it goes in front of the property and 
can be accessed when needed.  A resident asked about his property in Chenango Heights.  
Because he does not have water, he is correctly charged with the sewer debt assessment.  His 
property is an example of why water usage cannot be part of the calculations.  A resident asked 
why Chenango Heights is not being charged to tie into the new treatment plant.  Her 
understanding was that they were to be charged for that cost as well as their fair share of the 
sewer treatment plant debt.  She does not see that in the 2025 budget.  She also stated that 
money has been raised toward paying for the project over the last couple of years, at least 
$100,000, and she doesn't see it being applied.  The correct amount collected is $45,080 because 
nothing shows as collected for 2023.  The Board will confirm this and if there was money raised 
it can be applied in 2026.  A resident asked what the status is of the pipeline being put in from 
Chenango Heights.  It won't be connected until early 2026.  A resident asked for the reason for 
the capital project.  It was demanded by the DEC and EPA because of failure to comply with 
the Clean Water Act.  In addition, the plants were getting old and inefficient.  A resident asked 
about the odor in the area.  It is from the compost that is created. 
  
Supervisor Lumsden reopened the Public Hearing at 6:20 for citizens who arrived late thinking 
the Public Hearing was at 6:00.   
  
A resident asked for the amount of assessment for sewer debt on his property.  There were no 
other questions.  
  
 Supervisor Lumsden closed the Public Hearing.  

 
NEW BUSINESS  
 No New Business 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS / SUPERVISOR REPORT / ATTORNEY REPORT  
 No Department Reports 
 
RESOLUTIONS  



 Resolution Approving Sewer Debt Assessment Rolls 
Resolution approving sewer debt assessment rolls 
 
The motion was made to approve the sewer debt assessment roll as presented. 
 
Motion made by Councilperson Jim DiMascio, Seconded by Councilperson Kevin Worden 
 

Ayes: Councilperson Jim DiMascio, Councilperson Dave Johnson, 
Councilperson Kevin Worden, and Supervisor Mike Lumsden 

Nays: None 
Abstained: None 
Carried: 4-0  

 Resolution Awarding Water Main Project 
Resolution awarding water project to Vacri 
Email from Urda 11.26 
Griffiths Letter 
 
The motion was made to award the water project to Vacri Construction Corporation in the 
amount of $157,000. 
 
Motion made by Councilperson Kevin Worden, Seconded by Councilperson Dave Johnson 
 

Ayes: Councilperson Jim DiMascio, Councilperson Dave Johnson, 
Councilperson Kevin Worden, and Supervisor Mike Lumsden 

Nays: None 
Abstained: None 
Carried: 4-0 

 
FUTURE BOARD TOPICS  
 No Future Topics 
 
OPEN FORUM 
A resident asked if there was any more discussion on the solar project proposed on River Road. There 
has been no further discussion. 

  
A resident asked if there has been any progress finding an assessor.  No one has applied yet. 

 
ADJOURNMENT  
  

There being no further items for discussion, motion to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Motion made by Councilperson Jim DiMascio, Seconded by Councilperson Kevin Worden 
Carried 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
  
  

http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112540/Resolution%20approving%20sewer%20debt%20assessment%20rolls.docx?handle=3A2D141697644383B92CE3EE24EC1B7B
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112541/Resolution%20awarding%20water%20project%20to%20Vacri.docx?handle=E87BE07139EF411882639F0388C1660C
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112544/Email%20from%20Urda%2011.26.pdf?handle=9F4E867FA08F4E47B907B520EDE2370F
http://townofchenango.civicweb.net/document/112545/Griffiths%20Letter.pdf?handle=40BE8A25D1B042CA96BB62FC8081E892


  
Dawn Blair, Town Clerk 
Town of Chenango 


