


THE TOWN OF CHENANGO TOWN BOARD MET WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2022 AT 5:00 P.M. IN THE TOWN OFFICE BUILDING, 1529 N.Y. ROUTE 12, BINGHAMTON, N.Y.
PRESENT:	Jo Anne Klenovic, Supervisor
	Jim DiMascio, Councilperson 
	Frank Carl, Councilperson 
		Gene Hulbert, Jr., Councilperson 
		
ALSO, PRESENT: 	Keegan J. Coughlin, Legal Counsel
			Lizanne M. Tiesi-Korinek, Town Clerk
				
Jo Anne Klenovic welcomed everyone via ZOOM teleconference.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG -
Jo Anne Klenovic asked everyone to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
OPEN FORUM: 
Webb Sisson spoke in regards to a subject to our outside people like our engineers and attorneys as it comes to the Planning Board or Zoning Board. He feels that they have many clients in their private practice. If any of our subjects or applicants come across that they represent or their firm represents; he feels that they should recuse themselves completely. This way there would be no question as to what happened, what was approved or what was declined. He would like input back from our town council people or even the town attorney.
Jo Anne was not quite clear on what he was asking. Webb explained himself to them all.
Alex Urda and Keegan Coughlin both explained the process that they take in each of their own respective cases. 
Gene Hulbert even explained what his personal experience was and what he has done in regards to his business as well. He chose to separate those clients from his Town of Chenango career.  
PRESENTATIONS: Judge Michael Fedish
The Justice Court is in need of hiring a new full- time clerk as well as keeping the present clerk. So, he is asking the board for raises in salaries to be competitive with the other courts in the area and to try to attract a new court clerk and keep the present one as she is a very big asset to the whole town and he would hate to lose her. He also explained that the Court Clerk’s responsibilities have increased within the last two years – bail reform, eviction process, sex offender registries, COVID. Training has also increased. They have to go through the NYS Police Law Enforcement Network and abide by all the rules and regs. There was discussion and he would like to raise the salary of the present clerk to $50,000.00 and to be able to offer to a new hire with some experience the salary of up to $42,000.00. Also seeking a $2,000.00 increase for the part timer who is there now and will have to step up to cover until this position is filled. He knows it is a sizable increase but right now we are hurting being one girl short and if we lose the second Court Clerk we will be in a very, very bad situation. 
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS:
Derin Kraack – Highway Superintendent – March 2022
· The Highway Department has gone out for a total of 5 times to respond to winter conditions/snow removal. 
· March 7, 2022 a thunderstorm came through the area with strong winds and knocked down several trees on various town roads. Hospital Hill Rd, Wilson Hill Rd, Highland Rd and Poplar Hill Rd were closed overnight while NYSEG restored the power lines. Everything was back opened Tuesday early in the day.
· Trees were trimmed prior to that event as well on Brotzman Rd and Charmel Dr.
· The water break on Charmel was patched with cold patch.
· Stop signs were repaired on Dimmock Hill Rd due to an accident and Hi-Over Rd. which blew over.
Drop Off Days
· Broome County has eliminated the need for a resolution. We only have to have our application submitted by March 31, 2022. I would like to schedule the drop off days for September 14th through the 17th, 2022. The dumpsters have been budgeted, line A-8160.400.
· Broome County is also offering the opportunity for us to have an electronics drop-off day. They have contracted with an electronics recycler. The only thing we have to provide is the location. It is one day for 4 hours. I would like to host this event here in the parking lot on Friday, September 9, 2022 or Thursday; September 8, 2022. His suggestion would be to do it in our front parking lot as it is a central location for our residents.
These are both pending county approval of those dates.
· Yard waste will start April 4th weather permitting
· Due to the storm of March 7th we haven’t been able to get that storm damage cleaned up so we will be starting that next week as the people get their stuff out there for us.
HMGP – Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
· Alex Urda and JoAnne Klenovic will also be presenting on the possibility of grant money for Wallace Rd. I have spoken with Alex and we believe the trash rack is a viable opportunity. The deadline for the applications is June 1, 2022. This will require two permanent easements.
Jim DiMascio requested Derin to check and see if the electronic date pickup could be changed to a Saturday. People would have more availably to get there.
Joy Kasmarcik said she would contact Carolyn at the Landfill and make that request. She will get back to them.
Gene Hulbert asked if there was a cost to drop these items off. He also asked about traffic control and signs.
Derin Kraack said no and he will get a list of what can and cannot be dropped off.
Frank Carl added to make sure there was no bus trips where people leave their cars in our lot.
Alex Urda – Engineer
 1. Sewer Improvement Project – Will be assisting with any WQIP grant support B&L needs to apply for the $9M. Continue to assist with project review. 

2. Wallace Road: Assisting Joy and Jo Anne with HMGP grant opportunities as mentioned last week to pursue funds for projects listed within our Hazard Mitigation Plan, particularly the upper end of Wallace Road ‘trash rack/sediment baffles’ in the stream. 

3. Town Hall: Coordinating with Greg Burden on second floor renovations relative to the wall system (1-hour fire rated in hallway) including a site visit. He will be there again tomorrow morning to take another look at it.

4. Code Office 

a. Reviewed the revised SWPPP and Flood Plain Permit Application from Batch Coffee last week and provided Gavin Stiles with the MS4 paperwork to finalize. 
b. Communicating with Gavin on fire alarm signaling relative to original project plans. 

5. MS4 Stormwater Management Plan update…latest time to complete per NSDEC reviewer is March 18. We plan to meet that deadline.

6. Took care of a problem on Kelly Rd. that more gravel was needed and he contact Byler and they responded.

Gene Hulbert had a question on our own Code Review for the Town and the changes like the electrical inspection for the Community Room and the second-floor renovations. We don’t have to have an actual building permit but he wants to make sure that whatever we do is code compliant.

Alex Urda just wanted to mention that he is not an electrical inspector or a Code Officer he is a design professional. He can advise on things professionally.  

Joel Troutman – Dog Control
· Date: 2/21/2022 Complaints Name: Address: Nature of Complaint: Two large breed pit bull dogs running in the area of Charmel Dr. Response: At approximately 8:45 AM, I located the two dogs in the back of a residence on Stever Dr. Myself along Trooper Gunther secured one of the dogs before the other dog escaped and ran onto Wightman Dr. Trooper Gunther advised the dogs resided at 19 Wightman Drive and was able to provide me with the current owners information through his dispatch. The owners were contacted at home and made arrangements to pick the dogs up. 
· Date: 2/21/2022 Complainant’s Name: Address: Nature of Complaint: Caller states she has a Terrier at her house which she believes belongs to her neighbor a few houses down. Response: At approximately 9:30 AM, I responded and spoke to the complaint that stated the dog is now back home with its owners but felt the dog was showing signs of neglect and requested I provide a welfare check of the dog. I responded to the house she directed me to a few houses over and was able to assure the dog was properly taken care of. The dog was 17 years old and has difficulty hearing and seeing but was in good health. 
· Date: 2/22/2022 Complainant’s Name: Address: Nature of Complaint: Two pit bull's running at large. Response: At approximately 6:30 PM, I located the two dogs in front of 66 Savitch Road with no tags. At this time, I transported them to the Broome County Shelter. Total Complaints: 3 Running at large.
Frank Carl had one quick question that Joel mentioned that he transported the dogs he picked up in front of 66 Savitch Road to the shelter-did they have tags on them?
Joel said he picked the dogs up. They had no tags on them so he took them to the shelter. The following day someone had come and picked them up.
Frank Carl thanked him for a nice report.
Gavin Stiles – Ordinance Report
Building Permits
	
	Residential
	Commercial

	Received
	3
	1

	Issued
	2
	1

	Inspections
	3
	

	C of O
	
	

	C of C
	2
	


Building Permit Fees Collected:   $ 177.00_
Special Permits
	Type of Permit
	# Permits Received
	Permit Fees Paid
	Applicant(s)

	Sign
	
	$
	

	Site Plan
	1
	$ 975.00
	Manta Gupta

	Variances
	1
	$ 90.00
	John Jonassen

	Other
	2
	$ 180.00
	Manta Gupta /Gregory Burden


Fees Collected Total:  $ _1,245.00_
Fire Inspections
	
	Total
	Previously Done
	New This Month
	% Completed

	Annual
	46
	--
	0
	0%

	Tri-Annual
	65
	1
	0
	2%


Complaints
Total No. of Complaints Received:  _5_		Closed:  _1_
	Complaint Type
	# of Complaints
	Open 
	Closed

	Property Maintenance
	
	
	

	Open Storage garbage/debris
	
	
	

	Open Burning/smoke
	
	
	

	Junk Vehicles
	2
	2
	


 
Frank Carl said he didn’t see this in the agenda and Jim DiMascio felt the same way.
Jo Anne said the issue is that he was to get the information to Amy by Friday so that the board could have this in their packet to review over the weekend.
Gene Hulbert said that this is the same report that he had read at the beginning of the month. So, if we are going to re-read the same report at the first formal meeting then just forward it on for inclusion in the work session but he thought that we had eliminated that process. Gene Hulbert just wanted it clarified with the Board on this process. The discussion was had again in regards to who gives the report and when it is given and by whom.
Gene Hulbert questioned if the liaison is reading the same report again that the Department Head gives or vice versa.
Jo Anne Klenovic said that the department heads give the liaison a narrative of what happened during the month.
Gene Hulbert said he understands that and that we have had discussion about making the meetings shorter and not duplicating that. He knows he missed some meetings at the beginning. For his own clarity where did it land?
Frank Carl said if there was anything significantly different than the report that was provided by the department head; then he would add to it but he didn’t think that we needed to just read it over again. But he also thought that with the 1st and 3rd work session where it was different people reporting that is why is thought it was Engineering, Dog Control and Highway was all and the first work session would have had Public Works and Code perhaps that is how he thought that it got split. He may have misunderstood it as well.
Gavin Stiles said for the record he might have lost track too. He had been on for three straight meetings in a row so if he went out of line he is on the hook for it and he wasted some tax payer time.
Jo Anne Klenovic said we do have a schedule for the 1st and 3rd work session excuse her it is the 2nd and 3rd. The first one is the liaison at the Board Meeting and then the 2nd and 3rd work sessions are divided between the department chairs.
Jim DiMascio said that for the record Gavin was not on the agenda tonight as a Department Head.
Jo Anne Klenovic said he was not but she knew he had stuff to share so that is why she called on him. She didn’t feel that it was a big deal.
Gene Hulbert said she was right it was no big deal but it was just the same report that he had read on March 2nd.
Gavin Stiles just thought that he was on as the Department Head and he would have been on either way. He feels that we are belaboring the point.
SUPERVISOR AND ATTORNEY REPORTS:
Supervisor – She has two things that she will report on at the Town Board Meeting.
Keegan Coughlin – Attorney Report 
· Governor’s Extension – At 4:4r p.m. the governor extended the disaster emergency so we can ZOOM for another month. It expires on April 15th.
· Executive Session – There are two updates. One relates to a personnel matter in the Ordinance Office and Public Works and the other is an update regarding contract negotiations related to a WWTP Easement. We can talk about it now or later. He definitely would prefer that all of these things happen in executive session.
Jo Anne Klenovic would recommend that we do it right now since Jim has to make an early departure.
Gene Hulbert was ok with that and had a question in regards to the contract for Municity. The last time he and Gavin spoke it was sitting in your box. Is that still a discussion for executive session or general discussion?
Keegan Coughlin said that is general discussion. 
Frank Carl would like to add the employment of a particular member of the planning board as well. There was confusion on who offered and who seconded so Jim DiMascio made the motion to go into executive session to discuss the personnel matter in the Ordinance Office and the Public Works Department, the update regarding contract negotiations related to a WWTP Easement and the employment of a particular member of the Planning Board. Frank Carl seconded that motion. Hulbert voted aye, Carl voted aye, Klenovic voted aye, DiMascio voted aye and Johnson voted aye. Motion carried by the following: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays. 
Coming back into regular session Keegan noted that the Board made two decisions. One is to conclude a personnel related matter in the Ordinance Office and the second is to reach out to appraisers regarding contract negotiations regarding the acquisition of easement for the WTPP that will be on next week’s agenda.
Jo Anne Klenovic said to Lizanne that Jim DiMascio made the motion to come back into public session, seconded by Frank Carl and the vote was unanimous.
Jo Anne Klenovic continued that we would like to move the Town Board projects in que to the next discussion. (The board had the list of projects and potential dates for discussion) Jo Anne asked them all what they wanted to prioritize. The outcome of the discussion was as follows: For Jim DiMascio he feels that Flood Mitigation and Zoning for the CB Properties and Luke Tokarz are the top priorities for him. Next up was Gene Hulbert said that he has no issues with the dates that Jo Anne had supplied for the items and moving them forward. Frank Carl had a question on the one for the Ordinance Department-you had three dates and 6 items. Jo Anne said she scheduled those three weeks as it was exactly 1 year that Matt Dutcher had brought this to the board and she put it on for three weeks as we had a lot going on in the zoning area altogether. We’ve got public hearings for those first three meetings in April-the cannabis, the church and the assessor structures. We have these zoning issues on those days so that is what her theory is there to keep it all on those dates. Jo Anne said for clarification she listed the items from most important to least important. She said that the WWTP will need some attention at the next meeting and to give a little clarification for the Drinking Water Study. Greg wanted it because of the Applewood and Maplewood wells and get a study done and move forward on his plans for that. She said it was spoken about a while back just before budget time and money was put in the budget for this study. Wolfe Park is also close to the top because the park cannot be reopened until a decision is made on what work will be done and how much we are willing to invest in that work. Keegan Coughlin added that if the town is not making meaningful steps towards reopening it could be considered alienation of the park. Jo Anne continued that this was washed out in 2021 and we have to address if we are going to open the park. Keegan added that we cannot close it permanently without state legislation. You have to take meaningful steps towards opening it because if not the state could come in and building the bridge and charge the town for it. Jo Anne said that Greg does have two possible solutions but each are different and have different amounts of work and cost with them. 
Dave Johnson said the reason he isn’t commenting is that he cannot open the list on his computer but he knows that the rest of the board members have been around a lot longer than he has so that is why he is not saying too much. He just didn’t want them to think that he was ignoring them.
Frank Carl said he agrees with Jim on everything. He doesn’t feel with mixed use that we have much control over it. Isn’t it in Civil Court, Keegan?
Keegan Coughlin said it was his understanding that the one for Abbey. It is his understanding that there is an active civil court matter. He said the town’s legislation would be totally separate and you can contemplate that or not.
Frank Carl said overall it captures what has to get done.
Gene Hulbert said his fourth priority is the agenda software and to tie it in with the ordinance software.
Lizanne Korinek said tomorrow morning at 9:00 a.m. we are on a ZOOM meeting with the gentlemen from I-compass, Amy, Jo Anne, John Kubis, and she. They also sent the link to Keegan if he was available to attend.
Kegan Coughlin asked if the Board wanted to make a motion to move the unfinished items over to the board meeting under unfinished business section of the agenda like we did last time.
Frank Carl made a motion to do that.
Gene Hulbert doesn’t see why it can’t wait till the next week. Keegan said we don’t meet for three weeks. 
Gene Hulbert said we need to get better with our agenda management and he make a motion to postpone until the next work session.
Jo Anne Klenovic said so no one in code gets an interview, nobody from public works gets an interview for those positions. At least do the staffing issues. Nothing will be done for three weeks. 
Dave Johnson asked if we had to make this decision before we have the public comments. He feels that it is very important to have those positions filled. He can’t keep someone on the line for three weeks because they have their lives too. So, he is all for making a decision on filling those positions. So, if it means continuing our meeting on to the next one he is all for it. So, he is making a motion to do it.
Frank Carl asked a question before he would second the motion. Are we saying that we are adding these information pieces into the board meeting or reconvene the work session after the board meeting? They both get it done he just wanted to make sure.
Dave Johnson said he doesn’t know because he hasn’t been here long enough and doesn’t know the right terminology. He just wants to make sure that we get this done before we go home tonight.
Keegan Coughlin said we will move it to unfinished business in the Town Board Meeting.
Dave Johnson said that is his motion. Seconded by Fran Carl. Hulbert voted nay, Carl voted aye, Klenovic voted aye, DiMascio said he would abstain as he is not participating in the Board Meeting, and Johnson voted aye. Motion carried by the following: 3 Ayes, 1 Nay and 1 Abstain – Jim DiMascio.
Open Forum: 
Mike Lumsden – Just get some sort of a schedule. His example is when you have Department Heads back last year. It was Jim DiMascio and he said that department heads would be staying for the whole meeting. There were conversations about stipends and you all agreed that the Department Heads would stay for the whole meeting. He just wants to point that out. You guys can do whatever you want but its like every week you do something different. He just wishes you would get more consistent on what you do.
As no one else wished to speak, motion was made by Frank Carl, seconded by Gene Hulbert         to adjourn the meeting. Hulbert voted aye, Carl voted aye, Klenovic voted and Johnson voted aye. Motion carried by the following: 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent – DiMascio.
Respectfully submitted,

Lizanne M. Tiesi-Korinek, Town Clerk 
Town of Chenango  
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